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The American Association for Thoracic Surgery
Volunteer Leadership and Senior Staff
Disclosure Statement*
To best serve the interests of the specialty and its practi-tioners, The American Association for Thoracic Surgeryrequires the volunteer leadership, including its editors,
associate editors, and section editors, to publicly disclose theex-
istence and nature of any financial or other relationships that might
influence, or appear to influence, their actions. In keeping with this
policy, the following disclosures have been made by the editors
and editorial board members responsible for making decisions
about manuscripts submitted to and published in the official pub-
lications of the Association:
JTCVS Editor Andrew S. Wechsler Scientific Advisory Board member: Medtronic; Quest Medical; Leducq
Foundation; 3F Therapeutics; Scientific Advisory Board member, stock
options: Bioventrix; Consultant, stock options, Percor
JTCVS Section Editor Ralph J. Damiano, Jr Consulant to Atricure; Research Grants from Guidant, Medtronic, and Cryocath
JTCVS Section Editor D. Craig Miller Consultant to Edwards Lifesciences LLP, Boston Scientific Corp, 3F Corporation,
St Jude Medical Inc, Medtronic Heart Valve Division Inc; R01 Research Grant
from NHLBI National Institutes of Health HL29589 (1982-2008); R01 Research
Grant from NHLBI, National Institutes of Health HL67025 (2001-2005)
JTCVS Section Editor G. Alexander Patterson No Disclosures
JTCVS Section Editor Thomas L. Spray No Disclosures
JTCVS Section editor Richard D. Weisel No Disclosures
JTCVS Statistics Editor Eugene H. Blackstone No Disclosures
JTCVS Ethics Editor Martin F. McKneally No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Cary W. Akins No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Carl Lewis Backer No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Friedhelm Beyersdorf Fa. Koehler, Ansbach-Haehnlein, Germany
JTCVS Editorial Board Davis C. Drinkwater, Jr No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board J. William Gaynor Stock in Johnson & Johnson, Medtronic; Medical Advisory Comm. for MicroMed
DeBakey Pediatric VAD
JTCVS Editorial Board A. Marc Gillinov Shareholder of Viacor Inc; Consultant to Atricure Inc, Edwards Lifesciences LLC
JTCVS Editorial Board David H. Harpole, Jr No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Alan D. Hilgenberg No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board John S. Ikonomidis No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Valluvan Jeevanandam No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Walter Klepetko No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Harold L. Lazar PI on a clinical study sponsored by AVANT Immunotherapeutics Inc
JTCVS Editorial Board Michael A. Maddaus No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Roger B. B. Mee No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Philippe Menasche´ Research Grants from Genzyme
JTCVS Editorial Board Bryan F. Meyers Consultant to Dompe
JTCVS Editorial Board Marc R. Moon No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Ralph S. Mosca No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Ivan M. Rebeyka No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Thomas W. Rice No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Todd K. Rosengart No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Frank W. Sellke Speaker’s Bureau for Bayer
JTCVS Editorial Board Hans-Hinrich Sievers No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Francis G. Spinale No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board David J. Sugarbaker No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Marko I. Turina No Disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Jakob Vinten-Johansen Consulting to Bayer Pharmaceuticals, Medtronic Inc
Op Techs Editor Lawrence H. Cohn Consultant to Edwards, Medtronic, and St Jude Medical
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Pediatrics Annual Editor Richard A. Jonas Editorial Boards of Asian Annals of Cardiovascular Surgery, Cardiology in the
Young, Indian Journal of Cardiothoracic Surgery, and Heart Views
Web Editor Thoralf Sundt Stock in Medtronic; Research Grant from CarboMedics
Thoracic Surgery News
Associate Editor
Yolonda L. Colson No Disclosures
Thoracic Surgery News
Associate Editor
Carlos G. Duran Medtronic, Inc Royalties—Duran Ring Products
Thoracic Surgery News
Associate Editor
O. Howard Frazier No Disclosures
Thoracic Surgery News
Associate Editor
William G. Williams No Disclosures
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Announcement of 2006 Annual Meeting
The Eighty-sixth Annual Meeting of The American Associ-ation for Thoracic Surgery will be held April 29–May 3 inPhiladelphia, Pennsylvania, at the Pennsylvania Conven-
tion Center. The meeting of the Association is open to all physicians.
House Officers and Fellows will be admitted without payment of a
registration fee upon presentation of a letter from their Chief of
Service either during preregistration or at the time of registration.
Nonmember physicians are required to pay a $250 preregistration fee
up to March 24. After that date a registration fee of $350 will be
required. Members, nonmember physicians, and invited speakers will
have the privilege of discussing papers.
Requests for Preregistration Forms and Hotel
Reservations
Information about the 2006 Annual Meeting, including registra-
tion, hotel accommodations, and the social program is now avail-
able on the AATS website, www.aats.org
Call for Abstracts
Abstract submission is closed and a final program has been selected.
Essayists selected for the program are reminded that papers pre-
sented at the meeting are to be submitted for consideration for pub-
lication to The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery and
must be submitted to the JTCVS via the Internet prior to the Annual
Meeting. Papers that are selected by the AATS Program Committee
may not be presented or published elsewhere prior to the Annual
Meeting in 2006. Go to www.aats.org to view the 2006 program.
C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum
The C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum will be held on Sunday, April
30. Made possible through an educational grant from St Jude Medical,
the Forum consists of the presentation of original work by residents in
thoracic surgical training programs around the world.
Applications for Membership
Applications for membership in the Association must have been
received by the Membership Committee Chairman no later than
November 2005. Applications received after that date are deferred
automatically for consideration until the 2007 meeting.
Applications for membership may be issued to sponsoring
members of the Association and are also available to potential
candidates who have identified member sponsors. Application
forms are available from:
Chairman, Membership Committee






Irving L. Kron, MD, Secretary
The American Association for
Thoracic Surgery
Evarts A. Graham Memorial Traveling
Fellowship, 2007-2008
The Evarts A. Graham Memorial Traveling Fellowship wasestablished in 1951 by The American Association for Tho-racic Surgery. Administered through the Graham Educa-
tion and Research Foundation, Fellowship grants support study by
young cardiothoracic surgeons from outside North America at sites
of their choice within North America and include travel between
sites. Goals of the program are to broaden overall training and
increase international contacts. Each Fellow should plan to have
one primary center for his/her activities where he/she should spend
six to nine months. The Fellow should have identified an individ-
ual at that center who will act as his/her sponsor and assist in
planning the course of study at the host institution and at other
institutions. In addition to the primary center, the Fellow is en-
couraged to plan to spend shorter periods of time at other second-
ary centers to enhance the Fellowship experience.
Awards are made to surgeons of unique promise who have been
regarded as having the potential for later international thoracic
surgical leadership. Since the inception of the Graham Fellowship,
54 young surgeons from 27 countries have been named for the
Fellowship.
The Fellowship provides a stipend of $75,000, a major portion
of which is intended for travel expenses incurred when visiting
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